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Chief O,pe_rmum/ Dn/P

Quality and future disposition of Arms Received by
Guatemala from the Ship AILFHEM

Following information is submitted in reply to telephonic
request of C/OP3/ID/P on 15 September 1954.

&

Ceneral: The arms received were all of World War II

. surplus nature, the quality of which, while generally

poor in contrast to U.S. arms, is considered to be
campareble to the arms of other lLatin American countries.
Most of the arms cbgerved gave evidence of either being
used or badly stored prior to delivery. All seemed to
be in serviceable condition.

None of the arms appeared to be of an advanced design
wvith the possible exception of the 3000 semi-automatic
rifles vhich eould be econsidered in that category,
although not of recent msmufacture.

Artillery pieces gave evidence of having been used and
reconditioned. They were of an old type with wooden
wheels.

The arms, 80 far as csn be determined, bore no idenmtification
or serisl mmbers, thus making future recognition coxpara-
tively easy. '

Future usefulnesgs:

The arms are believed to be ugeful largely from the
standpoint of training rathef than from the stendpoint
of equipping a tactical force. In the event of an
emergency_the arms wonld wmdoubtedly be satisfactory for
troops.f__ Jamsdealsa‘ismterested
in procuring these arms from the Guatemalan Govermment
for disposal outside the Western Hemisphere. Such a
move wae suggested by Axbassador Peurifoy and approved

by the Departmemt of State.

J. C. KING
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